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tare to Crete. Now seventy-three drachmas is only about  173
a half dollar in American money and a half dollar is noth-
ing to offer a stranger from Utica who desires to do his
military service abroad, especially if like the one I am
talking about he has already paid for your coffee, pastry
and ice cr^am, has already offered you his cigarettes and
already invited you to make use of his brother's car while
in Crete. I hadn't told him that I had just been to Crete,
of course. I listened to him in sympathetic silence and
acted as naif and ignorant as Americans are supposed to
be. As a matter of fact I was really itching to be taken
in—otherwise I would have felt cheated, disillusioned
about the Greek character. Aside from my experience of
the first day nobody in Greece, no Greek certainly, had
ever tried to gyp me. And perhaps this one would have
been successful had he not been so makdroit In the first
place I happened to know Utica fairly well, having spent
one of my honeymoons there, and the street which he
described to me as being his home I knew did not exist j
in the second place he had made the mistake of telling
me that he was taking the ?EMe" to Herakleion, whereas
I knew, having just come back on the "Elsie," that this
boat would not be returning to Crete for several months;
in the third place, having inquired of him what he thought
about Phaestos, which is pronounced the same in all lan-
guages, including1 Chinese, he asked me yrhat it was, and
when I told him it was a place he said he had never heard
of it, he even doubted its existence; in the fourth place
he couldn't remejnber the* name of the hotel which I
ought to stop at when going to Herakleion, and for a man
born in Herakleion, which has only two hotels to its name,
the sudden loss of memory struck me as rather glaring;
in the fifth place he no more resembled a Cretan than a
man from Canarae would, and I very much doubted that
he had ever seen the place 5 in the sixth place he was too

